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The Way of Worship and Mystery

Abruzzo has many fascinating places of worship, deemed sacred
and mysterious. A time-honoured atmosphere of religious
devotion pervades the region and apart from the renowned
sanctuaries (Manoppello’s Holy Face, Isola del Gran Sasso’s

San Gabriele, Lanciano’s Eucharistic Miracle, L'Aquila’s Holy Door,
Campli’s Holy Stairway), there are countless minor hallowed sites
around the territory. Here powerful, primitive Nature has always
led inhabitants to explore the transcendent and the unknown,
which brought to the development of suggestive mountain
hermitages and isolated Medieval oratories, pastoral chapels
along the sheep tracks, ancient fortified convents, majestic
abbeys of the Middle Ages, splendid country churches, mysterious
caves where traces of popular prehistoric cults can still be seen.
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The countless hermitages, more often than not dug out

of the bhare rock, are especially captivating and spectacularly
evocative locations immersed in nature.

Visitors will find them to be unforgettable, lost in the silence of
intact nature in the vast expanse of mountains, appearing where
they are least expected, images of perfect austere serenity.




Over the centuries, Abruzzo hecame a crossroads
connecting North and South as well as the peninsula’s two
coastlines. Today this role is confirmed as the region is
included in the great religious itineraries of the continental
network known as “Cammini d'Europa”, crossing Abruzzo

with the pilgrimage route of St Thomas Apostle, ideally
connecting Santiago de Compostela with the Holy Land.
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